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Japanese follows English

OQUESTION: Mr. Sumiyama, you won Asia championship in Rally Hokkaido last year. |

suppose Rally Hokkaido is a good event for you. This rally is a home event for you, being

Hokkaido is your home country, and | quess you have special feeling about this rally. How

do you feel now?
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SUMIYAMA: Well, as Mr. Arai said, S2000 machines are so fast these years and honestly we
don’t have any chance to win if we compete head-on against them. Mr. Lappi retired last
year and | won the second place in overall. But nobody knows what will happen with rallies
so we will try to go fast in order to raise our position this year, too. Even more, Mr. Arai and
Mr. Yanagisawa also competes in this rally and Mr Yanagisawa drives brand-new car but
knows these courses well. We, being in the same team, are trying not to retire.
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QUESTION: In relation to a part of your answer, we are looking for competition not only

within APRC but beyond it, and... Mr Sumiyama, did you have chance to test drive the new

WRX?
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Sumiyama: | drove together with Mr. Yanagisawa (, who is on the new WRX) but | didn’t
drive. | might have chance to drive it in the following Rally Hokkaido. But it is the priority
that Mr. Yanagisawa gets used to the new car and adjust the setting of the car | we don’t
drive this year.
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QUESTION: Rally fans want to see the good battle with Mr. Sumiyama with conventional

WRX and Mr. Yanagisawa with brand-new WRX. What strategy do you have?

e : 77VORTIE, RUEF EIEEF, SR WRX EFBWRX &EWVS5 & T, BiFLTLY

HERBVETH, EQLSICHESPETTD,

Sumiyama: Our team had tested in Hokkaido. | have driven GRB, the same as last year in
JRC. The pace is almost steady and the same from the beginning, with small improvement
when the car is given small improvements in settings. The time of brand-new car is getting
better every time it improves its settings and eventually marking about the same time as
GRB. | think that new car has good chance to gain good position in the (Rally) Hokkaido,

which is known to have high-speed courses.
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QUESTION: (To the media people) Now, everyone, we take questions. Do you have any?

AR : TNTEALIA. BRZEZHEVWERVET, @HISTNETDH,

QUESTION: Rally Hokkaido is the hot event, | suppose. How do you think you beat the

others?
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Sumiyama: The other competitors who nominated (this rally) are Mr. Gill and Mr. XU, and Mr.
XU beat me with the day point in the DAY 2 of the previous event in Malaysia. | guess that we
can beat them in the 1 loop but they will be fast in the 2" loop as they get used to the
course. So we compete head-on against them and want to catch up the team of Mr.Gill,
Skoda. But we don’t know what will happens in the rally so want to try to keep the position
all the time and not to create many of our own difficulties.
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